
Liturgical Resources 
for Sunday, September 15, 2013 

A Service of Worship Based On the Sunday School Lesson  
and Sermon Outline for September 15, 1963 

“The Love That Forgives” 
 

At 10:22 a.m. central time, on Sunday, September 15, 2013,  
church bells across the country will ring for four minutes:  

one minute for each of the four girls killed 50 years ago in the bombing  
of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama. 

 
Fifty years ago, on Sunday, September 15, 1963, in the city known then as “Bombingham,” 
dynamite planted by white supremacists ripped through the side of the Sixteenth Street Baptist 
Church, injuring many and killing four young girls: Addie Mae Collins (14 years old), Cynthia 
Wesley (14), Carole Robertson (14), and Denise McNair (11). For this African-American 
church that had hosted many movement meetings and served as the staging site for marches 
and demonstrations for the local Civil Rights Movement, it was Youth Sunday. The 
International Sunday School lesson taught that morning was “The Love that Forgives,” 
Genesis 45:4-15.  The bomb exploded at 10:22 a.m. A companion sermon, “A Love that 
Forgives,” Luke 23:34, developed by Pastor John Cross was planned for 11:00 a.m.   
 
This year, September 15th is once again on a Sunday. Churches throughout Birmingham, 
Alabama, are inviting congregations around the world to join us as we share and reflect on that 
prophetic Sunday school lesson and the planned worship service interrupted 50 years ago on 
that horrific day.  
 
This document contains the original September 15, 1963, International Sunday School Lesson 
(graciously allowed to be shared by Abingdon Press) and a compilation of resources and 
suggestions for texts, hymns, prayers, and litanies to use in crafting your own teaching and 
worship services as we share “The Love that Forgives.”  
 
We would appreciate hearing how your church commemorates this world-changing event,  
noting how far we have come and pledging to continue our efforts to overcome bigotry, hatred, 
discrimination, and prejudice. Please email us at: thelovethatforgives@gmail.com  
 
As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “[T]he arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends 
toward justice.” How powerful for all of us to bend together on Sunday, September 15, 2013! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Michael Wesley, Greater Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church 
 Birmingham, Alabama 
Martha Bouyer, Greater Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church 
 Birmingham, Alabama 
Pastor Sid Burgess, Edgewood Presbyterian Church 
 Birmingham, Alabama 
Frances Woodruff, Edgewood Presbyterian Church 
 Birmingham, Alabama  http://onthechancelsteps.wordpress.com 
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Informational Links: 
• 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, AL 

  http://www.16thstreetbaptist.org/index.html 
 

• 50 Years Forward, Birmingham, AL 
 http://50yearsforward.com 

 
• Birmingham Civil Rights Institute 

 http://bcri.org/ 
 

• Carolyn McKinstry’s website -- present at the church bombing and author of 
While the World Watched (2011) 
 http://www.carolynmckinstry.com 

 
• Timeline of the Civil Rights Movement in Birmingham 

 http://www.bhamwiki.com/w/Timeline_of_the_Civil_Rights_Movement_in_Birmingham 
 
 
Sunday School Resources in this PDF: 

• The International Sunday School Lesson for September 15, 1963 
   “The Love That Forgives” 

• Sunday School Lesson for 2013 by Martha Bouyer 
• Connecting Activities by Martha Bouyer 
• Lesson in Society by Carolyn McKinstry 
• Forgiveness in Scripture 
• Forgiveness Quotes 
•  

    Worship Service Resources in this PDF: 
• Biblical Texts 
• Prayers 
• Hymns and Anthems 
• Children’s Sermon by Frances Woodruff 
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From The International Lesson Annual 1963.  
© 1962 Abingdon Press.   

Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
(Many thanks to Abingdon Press  

for graciously allowing us to share  
this document with you electronically. 

August 26, 2013) 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 

                

Title Page Copyright Information 

Background Scriptures: Genesis King James and RSV 
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 “The Love That Forgives” 
Genesis 45:4-15 

Re-teaching the International Sunday School Lesson for September 15, 1963 
 
2013 Introduction to the Lesson, “The Love That Forgives” 
Martha Bouyer has crafted this lesson following the traditional Sunday School discussion 
format. 
 

Love is a very powerful emotion.  In the book of Solomon, Chapter 8:6, love is 
compared with death in terms of its intensity and “its jealousy as enduring as the grave.1”  An 
emotion that strong carries with it the un-mistakable power and ability to make one forgive and 
forget the hurts of the past as the parties involved move forward to reconciliation.  Jealousy can 
be just as strong and will cause one to do things they never thought possible.  When jealousy 
rears its ugly head within a family, among children, we call it sibling rivalry.  Rivalry is defined 
as the condition or act of competing with someone for love, affection, position, or even over 
something as mundane and unimportant as clothes, case in point, Joseph’s coat of many colors.   

 

Sibling rivalry brings out the worse in people as they jockey for position and attention. 
In the Bible, in the Book of Genesis, we find examples of sibling rivalry that caused Cain to 
murder his brother Abel.  Rivalry and the high cost it extracts is also at work as sisters Leah 
and Rachel compete for the affection of Jacob.  We see the hand of a parent, Labon, in this 
case, at work.  We also see a mother, Rachel, helping her son Jacob deceive his father so that 
he could steal his brother Esau’s inheritance.  These examples in many ways remind us of 
modern day soap operas as the characters dig themselves deeper and deeper into ditches driven 
by their desires to gain acceptance and first place in the heart and eyes of another.   

 
Our last example of sibling rivalry from the Book of Genesis is that of Joseph being 

sold into slavery by his brothers.  Driven by jealousy, indifference, and malice, the brothers 
hatched a plan to get rid of the “dreamer.”  Their first thought was to kill him but they decided 
to instead sell him for a few pieces of silver.  It took 22 long years but ultimately, God 
delivered Joseph and placed him in a position of authority that a nation.  What Joseph’s 
brothers meant for evil, God turned to good.   

 
As a child, a favorite song that our choir sang had a line it in that said “If you dig one 

ditch you had better dig two.  The trap you set for me may just be for you.”   The “ditch” that 
the brothers dug for Joseph ended up saving not only their lives, but the lives of many other 
generations in that God had a plan for Joseph’s life that even sibling rivalry could not derail.  
By forgiving his brothers, Joseph showed what true love really it is.  True love is love that 
forgets the hurt and pain and allows us to be whole again by setting us free to be who and what 
God has called us to be.    
 
 
Guiding Scriptures: Genesis 45:4-15 In preparation, read the full text of Genesis 44-46 
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  New	  Living	  Translation	  
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Goals of the Lesson:  As a result of studying this lesson, we will come to a better 
understanding of what true forgiveness is.  Demonstrate forgiveness not only in word, but also 
in deed.  Seek to repair the breeches in our own lives as we live out this principle of 
discipleship on a daily basis. 
 
Just a Thought: 

 
“I forgive you, but I will never forget what you said and did.”  “From now on, I will 

feed them from a long handled spoon.”  “Let me tell you what they did to me ten years ago.  I 
will never forgive them.  God knows that I was hurt too deep to forgive them.”  Sounds 
familiar?  In one form or another we may heard similar words or said them ourselves.  Today, if 
you would be free, you must forgive others.   

 
In order to be forgiven, we must forgive. Forgiveness sets both the captor and the 

captive free. The Word of God clearly states that if we do not forgive others their trespasses 
that He cannot forgive us our trespasses.  Sometimes we hold onto grudges, hurts, and wounds 
by applying a salve of “poor me and self pity” that keeps these offenses as raw and painful as 
when they first occurred.  Real or imagined, they become our battle scars that we often bring up 
to remind us of how we have been hurt or offended.  Today, let us purpose in our heart to 
forgive those who have hurt or harmed us as we set them free so that we may move forward to 
fulfill the call that God has on our lives.   
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Possible Connecting Activities for the Sunday School Lesson: “The Love 
That Forgives”  

 
1. Ask each member of the class to think about anyone they need to forgive.  What keeps 

them from forgiving the person or group?  Next, ask the class to remember a time when 
they were forgiven.  How did it make you feel? 
 

2.  Cut apart copies of the scripture references and thoughts on forgiveness.  Give a 
scripture and quote to each student.   At the end of the lesson, ask students to explain 
the scripture and/or quote based on the lesson.   

3. Develop a Concept Map using the words Love and Forgive.  A concept map is a “visual 
organizer” that can help students of all ages learn new concepts. Concept maps deepen 
understanding and comprehension.  Using a chalkboard or a large sheet paper, write the 
words “Love and Forgive” in a circle in the middle of the paper.  Ask students to think 
of one or two words that explain what may happen in their lives if they walk in love and 
forgiveness.  Each new word should branch off of the words “Love and/or Forgive.”  
 

4.  Is there someone you need to forgive?  Make a special effort today, not tomorrow, but 
today, to contact them and as you forgive, ask for forgiveness.  In all likelihood the 
person or group of persons may not even know that you have an ought against them.  In 
forgiving, you set your self free.  In Matthew, chapter 6, as Jesus taught His disciples 
how to pray, He taught them about the importance of forgiving others.  If we want 
Christ to forgive us our treapsses, we must forgive others their trepasses against us, real 
or imagined.   
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Examples of Forgiveness from the Scriptures: 

Psalm 25:18 Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins. 

Matthew 6:14  For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you: 

Matthew 6:15  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses. 

Matthew 9:6  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, 
(then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. 

Matthew 18:21  Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 

Matthew 18:35  So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts 
forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. 

Luke 6:37   Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be 
condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: 

Luke 11:4   And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

Luke 17:3   Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he 
repent, forgive him. 

Luke 17:4   And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn 
again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him. 

Luke 23:34   Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they 
parted his raiment, and cast lots. 
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Some Thoughts on Forgiveness: 
 
To err is human; to forgive divine. - Alexander Pope 
 
If you can forgive and move on with your life, you can find peace. You must learn how to 
forgive, not only other people, but also yourself. - Tyler Perry 
 
Forgiveness means letting go of the past. - Gerald Jampolsky 
 
Forgiveness is the scent that the rose leaves on the heel that crushes it. - Unknown 
 
The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong. - Mahatma Gandhi 
 
Forgiveness is 'selective remembering', a conscious decision to focus on love and let the rest 
go. - Marianne Williamson 
 
Forgiveness is the key that unlocks the door of resentment and the handcuffs of hate. It is a 
power that breaks the chains of bitterness and the shackles of selfishness. - William Arthur 
Ward 
 
Having looked the past in the eye, having asked for forgiveness and having made amends, let 
us shut the door on the past--not in order to forget it but in order not to allow it to imprison us. - 
Desmond Tutu 
 
Forgiveness is as valuable to the one forgiven as to the one who forgives. - Amish proverb 
 
To forgive heals the wound, to forget heals the scar. - Unknown 
 
Bitterness and an unforgiving spirit can be likened to you taking poison and expecting that 
someone else would die from the effect. Forgiveness is about setting the prisoner in your heart 
free only to discover that all along, you had been the real prisoner. - 'Tope Popoola 
 
To forgive is the highest, most beautiful form of love. In return, you will receive untold peace 
and happiness. - Robert Muller 
 
Forgiveness means giving up all hope of a better past. - Landrum Bolling 
 
It is not always enough that you be forgiven by others, but that you forgive yourself. - 
Unknown 
 
In God's eyes love is never absent, In God's heart forgiveness is never impossible, In God's 
embrace no one is ever alone or forgotten. - Unknown 
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A	  LOVE	  THAT	  FORGIVES	  
	  Rev.	  Dr.	  Carolyn	  McKinstry: 

Luke	  23:34	  
There	  are	  approximately	  125	  direct	  references	  to	  forgiveness	  in	  the	  Bible.	  
The	  verb	  form	  of	  “forgive”	  appears	  46	  times	  in	  the	  Old	  Testament.	  The	  
Hebrew	  form	  of	  “to	  forgive”	  is	  “salah.”	  The	  basic	  meaning	  of	  this	  word	  
undergoes	  no	  changes	  throughout	  the	  Old	  Testament,	  and	  no	  other	  word	  or	  
word	  form	  is	  used	  to	  denote	  this	  action:	  to	  forgive.	  It	  is	  especially	  important	  
to	  note	  that	  God	  is	  always	  the	  “subject”	  of	  the	  forgiveness.	  	  
	  
Out	  of	  His	  grace,	  God	  alone	  “forgives”,	  and	  sin	  is	  what	  is	  forgiven.	  To	  receive	  
God’s	  forgiveness,	  one	  need	  only	  ask	  for	  it	  (2	  Chronicles	  33:12-‐13).	  God’s	  
nature	  is	  one	  of	  forgiveness	  (Exodus	  34:6-‐7).	  Central	  themes	  of	  the	  gospel	  
are	  God’s	  grace	  and	  His	  forgiveness.	  Both	  are	  undeserved	  and	  unmerited.	  
Both	  are	  free.	  	  
	  
All	  sin	  (regardless	  of	  who	  we	  hurt)	  is	  ultimately	  against	  God.	  Sin	  separates	  us	  
from	  God.	  God’s	  forgiveness	  of	  sin	  places	  us	  once	  again	  in	  right	  standing	  with	  
Him.	  Right	  standing	  (or	  “righteous”)	  is	  defined	  as	  “nothing	  in	  our	  lives	  being	  
intentionally	  contrary	  to	  the	  Will	  and	  Word	  of	  God.”	  This	  enables	  us	  to	  
discover	  God’s	  blessings.	  Forgiveness	  requires	  as	  our	  imperative	  that	  we	  
view	  sin	  as	  something	  that	  needs	  to	  be	  eradicated	  or	  removed.	  
Complimenting	  this	  eradication	  or	  removal	  is	  the	  restoration	  of	  a	  disrupted	  
relationship	  and	  God’s	  continued	  mercy	  in	  our	  lives.	  
	  
Luke	  23:34	  reveals	  that	  even	  in	  our	  darkest	  hours,	  we	  are	  admonished	  to	  
forgive	  those	  who	  have	  hurt	  or	  harmed	  us.	  In	  this	  text	  Jesus	  was	  being	  
crucified;	  one	  of	  the	  most	  common	  and	  shameful	  forms	  of	  execution	  during	  
that	  time.	  Jesus	  was	  innocent.	  He	  knew	  no	  sin	  (2	  Corinthians	  5:21).	  But	  His	  
first	  action	  was	  that	  of	  prayer	  and	  a	  petition	  of	  forgiveness	  for	  all	  of	  those	  
responsible.	  Jesus	  had	  been	  the	  bearer	  of	  “good	  news”	  to	  the	  poor	  and	  all	  
mankind,	  but	  at	  His	  death	  the	  people	  simply	  watched	  -‐and	  the	  soldiers	  
mocked.	  	  One	  of	  the	  criminals	  being	  crucified	  with	  Him	  blasphemed	  God.	  
Jesus’	  “good	  news”	  message	  would	  still	  be	  validated	  later	  through	  His	  
resurrection.	  	  
	  
Imagine,	  even	  in	  the	  midst	  of	  His	  painful	  and	  horrible	  suffering,	  Jesus	  prayed	  
for	  all	  of	  those	  responsible	  for	  His	  death.	  Learning	  to	  give	  and	  receive	  
forgiveness	  is	  a	  lifelong	  endeavor.	  Forgiveness	  is	  a	  task	  as	  well	  as	  a	  gift.	  And	  
we	  learn	  it	  best	  through	  our	  experiences	  of	  giving	  and	  receiving	  forgiveness.	  
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What	  is	  your	  response	  to	  sin	  committed	  against	  you?	  Do	  you	  pray	  for	  those	  
that	  have	  mistreated	  you	  or	  spitefully	  “misused”	  you?	  Matthew	  6:14-‐15	  says	  
“For	  if	  you	  forgive	  men	  their	  trespasses,	  your	  heavenly	  Father	  will	  also	  
forgive	  you.	  But	  if	  you	  do	  not	  forgive	  men	  their	  trespasses,	  neither	  will	  your	  
Father	  forgive	  your	  trespasses.”	  We	  do	  not	  have	  any	  biblical	  excuse	  nor	  the	  
personal	  option	  to	  remain	  in	  “un-‐forgiveness”	  in	  our	  hearts.	  	  
	  
In	  the	  “model”	  prayer	  provided	  by	  Jesus	  in	  Matthew	  6:9,	  we	  pray	  that	  God	  
forgives	  us	  as	  we	  have	  forgiven	  others.	  Jesus	  has	  provided	  the	  example	  in	  His	  
death	  of	  praying	  for	  our	  enemies.	  His	  disciples	  follow	  His	  example.	  The	  
evidence	  of	  being	  a	  disciple	  is	  reflected	  in	  how	  we	  treat	  each	  other	  (John	  
13:35).	  Arch	  Bishop	  Desmond	  Tutu	  of	  Capetown,	  South	  Africa,	  reminds	  us	  in	  
his	  book	  by	  the	  same	  name	  that	  “There	  is	  no	  future	  –	  without	  forgiveness.”	  
No	  forgiveness	  means	  no	  relationship:	  with	  God	  or	  with	  others.	  Our	  worship	  
and	  our	  prayers	  are	  useless	  when	  we	  refuse	  to	  offer	  forgiveness	  (Matthew	  
5:23-‐24).	  Forgiveness	  –	  what	  a	  precious	  commodity!	  
	  
In	  his	  book	  Tuesdays	  With	  Morrie,	  Mitch	  Album	  offers	  these	  words	  of	  
wisdom	  received	  from	  a	  dying	  man:	  “Forgive	  everybody!	  Everything!	  Right	  
now!”	  There	  is	  a	  special	  season	  of	  forgiveness	  permeating	  Birmingham,	  
Alabama,	  and	  we	  would	  like	  to	  see	  it	  permeate	  the	  nation.	  Let	  us	  all	  welcome	  
a	  season	  of	  forgiving	  everybody,	  everything,	  right	  now!!	  
	  
Yes,	  we	  all	  remember	  the	  dark	  and	  difficult	  days	  of	  1963;	  not	  just	  in	  
Birmingham	  but	  in	  many	  places	  across	  the	  nation.	  There	  was	  immense	  
conflict,	  pain,	  anger,	  retaliation	  and	  even	  deaths.	  Many	  wondered	  if	  there	  
would	  ever	  be	  healing	  and	  reconciliation	  in	  our	  state	  and	  our	  nation.	  In	  the	  
midst	  of	  that	  turmoil	  Birmingham	  lost	  four	  beautiful	  young	  girls:	  Denise	  
McNair,	  Addie	  Collins,	  Carole	  Robertson	  and	  Cynthia	  Wesley.	  The	  community	  
wept	  and	  prayed.	  The	  nation	  and	  the	  world	  wept	  and	  prayed.	  	  
	  
During	  their	  memorial	  service	  Dr.	  Martin	  L.	  King	  told	  us	  “unmerited	  suffering	  
was	  redemptive.	  The	  death	  of	  these	  four	  young	  girls	  might	  well	  serve	  as	  a	  
redemptive	  force	  for	  our	  nation	  and	  the	  world.”	  	  None	  of	  us	  want	  to	  be	  
reminded	  of	  our	  worst	  moments,	  or	  what	  we	  might	  call	  the	  “dark	  side”	  or	  
“underside”	  of	  sin	  and	  its	  consequences.	  	  
	  
Innocent	  people	  have	  always	  suffered	  and	  will	  continue	  to	  suffer.	  Just	  as	  God	  
could	  not	  spare	  Jesus	  from	  the	  cross	  (the	  price	  had	  to	  be	  paid),	  Jesus	  could	  
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not	  spare	  humanity	  the	  judgment	  that	  they	  had	  brought	  upon	  themselves.	  
Our	  only	  hope	  is	  to	  trust	  in	  God’s	  faithfulness.	  Repentance	  and	  commitment	  
to	  the	  kingdom	  of	  God	  is	  our	  only	  hope	  for	  an	  end	  to	  violence	  and	  suffering.	  
“If	  my	  people	  who	  are	  called	  by	  my	  name,	  will	  humble	  themselves	  and	  pray	  
and	  seek	  my	  face	  and	  turn	  from	  their	  wicked	  ways,	  then	  will	  I	  hear	  from	  
heaven	  and	  will	  forgive	  their	  sin	  and	  will	  heal	  their	  land.”	  (2	  Chronicles	  7:14)	  
	  
Writer	  and	  author	  Denise	  George	  has	  written	  a	  beautiful	  “in-‐depth”	  Bible	  
Study	  entitled	  “Cultivating	  a	  Forgiving	  Heart”	  and	  published	  by	  Zondervan.	  I	  
recommend	  this	  Bible	  Study	  as	  a	  tool	  to	  all	  groups,	  but	  especially	  faith	  
groups	  as	  they	  seek	  to	  begin	  developing	  the	  forgiveness	  and	  healing	  needed	  
in	  our	  land.	  In	  the	  guide	  she	  lists	  insights	  to	  developing	  a	  forgiving	  heart:	  
Forgiveness	  is	  a	  choice	  we	  make.	  
God	  chooses	  to	  forgive	  us.	  
We	  must	  choose	  to	  forgive	  others.	  
Expose	  the	  myths	  
Forgiving	  others	  frees	  us	  to	  flourish.	  	  
	  
Finally,	  forgiveness	  should	  not	  be	  used	  as	  a	  means	  of	  evading	  responsibility	  
or	  of	  seeking	  cheap	  grace.	  In	  his	  book	  “The	  Cost	  Of	  Discipleship”	  Dietrich	  
Bonhoeffer	  describes	  cheap	  grace	  as	  “the	  preaching	  of	  forgiveness	  without	  
requiring	  repentance,	  grace	  with	  no	  discipleship,	  grace	  without	  the	  cross,	  
baptism	  without	  church	  discipline,	  Communion	  without	  confession,	  absolution	  
without	  personal	  confession	  and	  finally	  grace	  without	  Jesus	  Christ,	  living	  and	  
incarnate.”	  	  
	  
Let	  us	  all	  in	  this	  season	  and	  the	  seasons	  of	  tomorrow	  learn	  to	  forgive	  and	  to	  
accept	  forgiveness.	  Let	  us	  all	  be	  accountable	  to	  ourselves,	  to	  each	  other	  and	  
to	  God.	  

Praying	  For	  God’s	  Guidance	  
Psalm	  139:23-‐24	  

Search	  me,	  o	  God,	  and	  know	  my	  heart;	  
Test	  me	  and	  know	  my	  thoughts.	  
See	  if	  there	  is	  any	  wicked	  way	  in	  me,	  
And	  lead	  me	  in	  the	  way	  everlasting.	  
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Worship Service Resources: 
 
Biblical Texts 
 
The Sunday School Lesson for September 15, 1963 from The International Sunday School 
Lessons (Abingdon Press) was based on Genesis 45:4-15 (And Joseph said to his brothers, 
“Come near to me, I pray you.”) 
The sermon by Reverend John Cross for the morning worship service was based on Luke 23:34 
(Father, forgive them for they know not…); it was never preached.  
  http://www.16thstreetbaptist.org/brief-history%2c-part-3.html 
 
Other Appropriate Texts 
 

• Isaiah 40:4-11 (Every valley shall be lifted up...The grass withers, the flower fades; but 
the word of our God will stand for ever...He will gather the lambs in His arms) 

 
• Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16 (My refuge and my fortress.) 

 
• Galatians 3:23-29 (...There is no longer Jew or Greek…) 

 
• Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 (…the conviction of things not seen…) 

 
• 2 Peter 3:8-15a (...while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by Him at 

peace…) 
 

• Matthew 5:43-48 (...love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.) 
 

• John 1:1-5 (The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.) 
 
Prayers 
 
This site has beautiful prayers by W.E.B. Du Bois, Mary McLeod Bethune, Coretta Scott King 
and others. 
 http://www.slideshare.net/MsPage42/prayers-from-african-americans-in-history 
 
From The Book of Common Prayer / The Episcopal Church (1979): 
For the Human Family  

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look 
with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred 
which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; 
and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, 
in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly 
throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Peace 
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of 
righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your 
Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as 
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children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
For the Unity of the Church 

O God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our only Savior, the Prince of Peace: Give us 
grace seriously to lay to heart the great dangers we are in by our unhappy divisions; take 
away all hatred and prejudice, and whatever else may hinder us from godly union and 
concord; that, as there is but one Body and one Spirit, one hope of our calling, one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of us all, so we may be all of one heart and 
of one soul, united in one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith and charity, and may with 
one mind and one mouth glorify thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Social Justice 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart [and 
especially the hearts of the people of this land], that barriers which divide us 
may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we 
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the Oppressed 
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with injustice, 
terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us 
to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives 
establishing equal protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that 
every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 
Affirmations 
 
An Affirmation of Faith Based on the Writings of Dr. King  
(accessed from: http://www.godweb.org/kingprayers.htm on August 6, 2013)   

I refuse to believe that we are unable to influence the events which surround us. 
I refuse to believe that we are so bound to racism and war, that peace, brotherhood and 
sisterhood are not possible. 
I believe there is an urgent need for people to overcome oppression and violence, without 
resorting to violence and oppression. 
I believe that we need to discover a way to live together in peace, a way which rejects 
revenge, aggression and retaliation. The foundation of this way is love. 
I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in reality. I 
believe that right temporarily defeated is stronger than evil triumphant. 
I believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, education 
and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits. 
I believe that what self-centered people have torn down, other-centered people can build 
up. 
By the goodness of God at work within people, I believe that brokenness can be healed. 
"And the lion and the lamb shall lie down together, and everyone will sit under their own 
vine and fig tree, and none shall be afraid." 
-- The United Presbyterian Church 
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The Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi 
The original Sunday School lesson includes the prayer of St Francis as a means to illustrate the 
spirit of the lesson.  

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen 

 
The 2008 Social Creed from the United Methodist Church 
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content.aspxc=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=5065913&ct=6467765 
 
Grace and Race Litany 
from Rev. Renee Williams-Thomas, December 2008 
http://graceandrace.org/grace-and-race-litany/ 
 
Prayers and Liturgies for Race and Justice 
from the United Church of Christ, Massachusetts Conference 
http://macucc.org/pages/detail/2378 
 
Liturgy for Race Relations Sunday, Presbyterian Church (USA) 
http://www.pcusa.org/media/uploads/racialjustice/racerelations-liturgy-aymr.pdf 
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Hymns and Anthems 
 
Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson  
 -- considered “The African-American National Anthem” 
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/l/i/liftevry.htm 
 
Jesus Loves the Little Children by Clare Herbert Woolston – 

- The bricks chosen to build the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute and the sidewalk of its 
neighbor Kelly Ingram Park are red, yellow, black and white. 

http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/j/e/s/jesloves.htm 
 
What Wondrous Love Is This attributed to Alexander Means 
http://cyberhymnal.org/htm/w/h/a/whatwond.htm 
Lord, You Give the Great Commission (based on Luke 23:34) by Jeffery W. Rowthorn 
http://www.hymnary.org/text/lord_you_give_the_great_commission 
 
Love Lifted Me by James Rowe 
http://cyberhymnal.org/htm/l/l/lliftdme.htm 
 
What Manner of Love  
http://www.metrolyrics.com/what-manner-of-love-lyrics-watermark.html 
 
God So Loved by Chris Eaton 
http://www.lyricsmania.com/god_so_loved_the_world_lyrics_chris_eaton.html 
 
Today We are Called to Be Disciples by H. Kenn Carmichael 
http://ehymnbook.org/CMMS/hymnSong.php?folder=p11&id=pd11263 
 
Let Justice Roll Down  

-- There are many versions of this hymn/song but this is the one by Doug Romanow and 
sung at Montreat Youth Conferences. 

http://www.cpj.ca/en/cpjs-song-let-justice-flow 
 
Birmingham Sunday by Joan Baez 
http://www.songlyrics.com/joan-baez/birmingham-sunday-lyrics/ 
 
“A Love that Forgives” by Caleb Hughes 
video production by Russell Standridge  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbo2hYTXAgc 
note: opening screen lists the time of the blast incorrectly; it was NOT 10:55, but happened at 
10:22 am central time 
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Children’s Sermon 
by Frances Woodruff 
http://onthechancelsteps.wordpress.com 
 
text focus: Genesis 45:4-15 
The Children’s Sermon can be a bit difficult for this service. We don’t want to gloss over the 
evil of that day, but we believe that no direct description of the anniversary of the church 
bombing should be used for at least two reasons: 1) Church should be a safe haven with no 
threat of violence; and 2) Children’s sermons do not have enough time to move from the horror 
of that day to looking forward from today. Here is a suggested script; feel free to use, change, 
adapt to fit the needs of the children in your congregation. If you use this sermon, you will need 
the book Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak (1963) as a prop; turn the pages and 
show the pictures as you recap the story. After church, during the children’s Sunday School, 
you may want to expand upon Max’s lesson. In addition to the story of Max and Joseph being 
good parallels for the theme of forgiveness, these stories also open the topic of differences: 
Max and Joseph are each different from the groups they come to lead. 
 
Good Morning! 
 Today I want to talk to you about some wild things...specifically Where the Wild Things 
Are. For 50 years now, we have been reading this story of Max. One day, Max and his mom 
have a quarrel. His mother calls him, “Wild Thing!” And Max says, “I’ll eat you up!” So Max 
is sent to his room without any supper at all. From there, Max goes on a great journey to Where 
the Wild Things Are. The monsters are excited to have Max; they make him their king, 
celebrating with a wild rumpus...that’s a big, loud party! Max enjoys all of this, but he comes to 
miss being at home, comes to miss being loved by his family. So Max returns home. At first it 
seems that all is the same as when he left, but then Max sees his dinner is there waiting for him. 
Max’s mother has forgiven him. And by coming home and eating his dinner, Max, too, forgives 
his mother. See, forgiveness is not just about excusing each other and going our separate ways; 
forgiveness is about letting go of the hurt so that we can rebuild our relationships. 
 In our Bible story today, we hear the story of Joseph and his brothers...his 11 brothers. As 
a young man, Joseph knows he is well-liked, and his brothers are quite jealous of him. So one 
day, the brothers actually sell him away from the family to go and be a slave in another land. 
Then, many years later, the brothers are traveling in that land and meet Joseph. You would 
think that Joseph would still be angry at his brothers and that his brothers would now be angry 
at themselves for the mean thing they did. But Joseph has missed his family; he wants to be 
with them again...and so Joseph reaches out with forgiveness. And not just the “Hey-it’s-okay-
what-you-did forgiveness,” Joseph forgives them and encourages them to forgive themselves 
so they can reunite and rebuild their family.  
 The story of Joseph and his brothers is not the only story of disagreement and meanness 
in the Bible. Throughout the Bible we find people disagreeing with each other and people 
disagreeing with God. But in these stories, the fighting is followed by forgiveness; and the 
forgiveness is followed by a return to friendship. These stories repeat over and over that God is 
calling us to build and rebuild our families. God is calling us to build and rebuild our 
friendships and our communities. And God is calling us to build and rebuild our relationship 
with Him. God shows us how to do all of this building by forgiving us. And we answer God’s 
call by accepting forgiveness and forgiving each other. We let go of the hurts in our quarrels so 
that we can connect and grow with each other. 
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 Our Bible stories have been around for thousands of years. The story of Max has been 
around for 50 years. Through these stories, we see that forgiveness has always been a hard 
thing to do. And when a story is repeated over and over, we know, too, that it is important. God 
wants us to know that love and forgiveness are important. God wants us to know that He has 
such a love for us that He forgives us.  
 People are not perfect. Sometimes families disagree. Sometimes friends and neighbors 
disagree. During our church service today, we remember mean events and disagreements that 
have happened around the world; we remember people who have been hurt; and we remember 
that we are called to have a love that forgives...this is how we will continue to overcome 
meanness and disagreements in the world. 
 Will you pray with me? (This is an echo prayer: the leader says a line and the children 
repeat it.) 
 
Dear Lord, 
Thank You 
that You love me. 
Thank You 
that You forgive me. 
Help me 
to build 
and rebuild 
my friendships 
by forgiving others 
and accepting forgiveness. 
I am Your child. 
We are all Your children. 
Amen 
 
Other Ideas for Including Children 
Worshipping With Children 
Carolyn Brown 
http://worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com/ 
http://worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com/2013/08/year-c-proper-19-24th-sunday-in.html 
http://worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com/2013/08/50th-anniversary-of-birmingham-
alabama.html 
 
 
 
 


